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CAPONEU Fictions of the Family Workshop University of Brighton, Wednesday 19th November 2025
3 Dorset Place, Kemptown, Brighton and Hove, Brighton BN2 1ST (Rooms 501 and 201)

From ancient texts like Sophocles’ Oedipus Tyrannus to contemporary works including Julia Armfield’s Private Rites, the family bears a fundamental relationship to fiction. As part of the EU Horizon/ UKRI funded project, The Cartography of the Political Novel in Europe, this workshop sets out to explore the family as a specifically political fiction. In its heteropatriarchal form, the family has been a vital tool in the reproduction of colonialism and capitalism. Today, the authoritarian right mobilises fantasies of the nuclear family in peril to bolster oppressive structures of power. At the same time, exclusion from the heterosexist and white supremacist nuclear family, particularly for queer communities and those of colour, has led to a flourishing of ways of doing family otherwise that feed the political imagination. Today on the left, ‘family abolition' has become a shorthand for the inequalities and insecurities of privatised reproduction and property, and a horizon for social transformation. At this time, engagements with the family increasingly take literary form, as fictional texts explore the psychosocial coordinates of different ways of doing, and being, family. Insisting on the political importance of fictional texts and the fictional character of politics, this workshop will centre, in all their forms, political fictions of, and against, the family, as well as those for different kinds of family, that seek to radically reconceive it.
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Fictions of the Family Programme


8.30-9.00am: Registration (Dorset Place foyer)


9.00-9.15am: Welcome (Dorset Place 501)

9.15-10.30am: Keynote: Professor Clare Hemmings (LSE), Family Memory Archives	


10.30-10.45am: Break


10.45-12.45pm: Parallel Panels A and B (See panel details)

Panel A: Psychosocial Dynamics (DP 501)

Panel B: Theories and Practices (DP 201)


12.45-1.45pm: Lunch and Exhibit (Edward St First Floor Gallery Space)


1.45-3.15pm: Creative Writing Workshop with Dr Sam Solomon (University of Sussex)


3.15-3.30pm: Break


3.30-5.30pm: Parallel Panels C and D (See panel details)

Panel C: Queer Kinships (DP 501)

Panel D: Speech, Memory, Silence (DP 201)


5.30-6.00pm: Break


6.00-7.30pm: Roundtable and Open Mic with Dr Craig Jordan-Baker and Dr Bea Hitchman ‘Family, Endings and the Promise of Happiness’ (DP 501)





ProgPanel Details


Panel A: Psychosocial Dynamics (10.45-12.45pm, DP 501)

Susie Christensen (University of Brighton)
‘Desire and reality in Miranda July’s All Fours and the psychoanalytic fiction of the family’

Jo Kellond (University of Brighton)
‘Isolated Care and Maternal Distress in Naomi Booth’s Raw Content’

Angie Voela (University of East London)
‘An island of strangers: gender, family and the stranger in Dimitra Kolliakou’s novel Kalypso’

Polina Whitehouse (University of Oxford)
‘Nonmonogamy on Mars: Relationship Norms in Utopian Method and Historical Context’



Panel B: Theories and Practices (10.45-12.45pm, DP 201)

Max Davies (University of Brighton)
‘The political act of feminist parenting, gender-neutral parenting, and gender-creative parenting: Transforming the future of society through child-rearing’

Samuel Garrett and Elizabeth Vasileva (Loughborough University)
‘Kinship, desire and Oedipus’

Samu/elle Striewski (University of Oxford)
‘Battle of the Fairies: Queer Ethical Life in the Ruins of Recognition’

Lenore Todd (Leiden University College)
‘Abolish DINKS: The Childless Couple as a Capitalist Engine in Vincenzo Latronico’s Perfection (2025)’



Exhibits (Edward Street First Floor Gallery Space 12.45-1.45pm)

Sebastian Beaumont (University of Brighton) 
Sculptural Representations of Queer Family

Alice O’Malley-Woods (University of Brighton) 
Willow: a poetic of disability and end-of-life care in the multispecies family




Panel C: Queer Kinships (3.30-5.30pm, DP 501)

Irralie Doel (University of Brighton)
‘Actualising family through writing activist politics in the fiction of Larry Mitchell, Neil Bartlett and Joelle Taylor’

Andy Irwin (University of Birmingham)
‘Alternative Kinship Arrangements in Three Contemporary Queer Novels’

Vedrana Velickovic (University of Brighton)
‘Practice Paper on the Queer Intergenerational Reading Project’

Evelyn Whorrall-Campbell (University of Edinburgh)
‘‘Evil twin’ or ‘monstrous child’: the family melodramas of queer and trans studies’




Panel D: Speech, Memory, Silence (3.30-5.30pm, DP 201)

Sara Gambella (University of Granada)
‘Fabulating the Family: Irene Solà’s Els dics as a Political Exercise of Collective Memory’

Natasha Kennedy (University of Brighton)
‘Todo tiembla, everything trembles: How heterolingual texts encourage a revaluation of the monolingual myth regarding familial closeness and intimacy in the “mother” tongue’

Kate Phelan (Maynooth University)
‘Reading silence: The politics of the unsaid in Maeve Brennan’s domestic fiction’

Joseph Ronan (University of Brighton)
‘Sharing a family failing: John Finnemore’s Souvenir Programme’
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